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This study investigates the role of social sciences in designing participatory and sustainable blue
economy policies in Iran. Due to environmental pressures, institutional centralization, and social
inequalities, the Iranian blue economy requires a multidimensional and adaptive approach. The “Adaptive
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to localize sustainable blue economy theory in Iran. Findings indicate Iran’s blue economy is mainly
shaped by sectoral and technical approaches, with limited coordination across social, institutional, and
environmental dimensions. The model conceptualizes the blue economy as an open, multi-level system
where institutional learning, social feedback, and local participation play pivotal roles. Results highlight
social sciences as a central pillar of participatory, justice-oriented policymaking, emphasizing that policies

should be designed and revised based on continuous feedback, local capacities, and social equity.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The blue economy framework has gained prominence as a strategic response to the intersecting crises of water scarcity,
climatic volatility, resource depletion, and the imperatives of sustainable development. At its core, it aims to harmonize
economic expansion with ecological integrity and social well-being across diverse maritime sectors—ranging from
fisheries and aquaculture to marine energy, biotechnology, and shipping. Despite this conceptual appeal, blue economy
policymaking in Iran has remained largely trapped within technocratic and sectoral silos. The prevailing discourse tends
to marginalize social, institutional, and governance dimensions, treating them as secondary considerations. This article
addresses this oversight by interrogating the role of social sciences in shaping participatory and sustainable maritime
policies within the Iranian context. We argue that the current engineering-centric perspective restricts local agency,
social justice, and inclusive governance. Consequently, this study explores how social sciences can move beyond the
periphery to inform more equitable, resilient, and inclusive policy design. The primary contribution of this research
lies in re-centering social sciences within the governance architecture of Iran’s blue economy. Rather than relegating
social factors to a supporting role, we demonstrate that they are foundational to sustainable development. By providing
a localized, analytical framework, this paper bridges a significant gap in the current Iranian literature. We emphasize
that true sustainability requires a synthesis of economic viability, environmental stewardship, and social equity. This
work extends the conceptual boundaries of blue economy studies, offering a practical framework that serves not only
as a critique of current models but as a roadmap for future, more responsive policymaking.

Methodology

This study utilizes a qualitative, interpretive, and document-based research design. Grounded in critical theory, our
analysis involves a systematic examination of relevant scientific literature and policy documents. The methodology
proceeds in three stages: initial selection of seminal texts, a critical interrogation of existing theoretical frameworks,
and the reconstruction of concepts to localize sustainable blue economy theory within the Iranian institutional landscape.
Rather than relying on empirical fieldwork or statistical sampling, this research is a theory-driven inquiry. It adopts an
interdisciplinary approach, synthesizing insights from social sciences, governance studies, and sustainability-oriented
policy analysis to provide a fresh conceptual perspective.

Results and Discussion

Our analysis reveals that blue economy governance in Iran remains tethered to sectoral and technical priorities. The
current lack of coordination between institutional, social, and environmental spheres severely undermines the potential
for genuine sustainability. We contend that the integration of social science concepts—such as deliberative participation,
institutional learning, and social feedback mechanisms—is essential to correcting this imbalance. We propose an
“adaptive dynamic model of the blue economy,” which re-conceptualizes the sector as an open, multi-level system.
In this model, economic development is not distinct from environmental protection or governance; instead, the three
are inextricably linked through continuous interaction and mutual feedback loops. This suggests that the efficacy
of maritime policy hinges less on technical capacity and more on the quality of governance and the depth of social
participation. The complexity of ocean governance makes top-down, purely technical solutions inherently insufficient
for achieving long-term sustainability. Our findings indicate that when the blue economy is reduced to a narrow
economic project, it risks perpetuating inequality, exacerbating ecological harm, and excluding local populations. By
placing social justice and participatory governance at the center of our analysis, we argue that these are not optional,
peripheral additions but necessary conditions for policy legitimacy and effectiveness. The marginalization of social
sciences in Iran has created a policy environment disconnected from institutional and social realities. We call for a
broader, interdisciplinary framework that integrates natural and social sciences, where local participation serves as
a vital mechanism for policy adaptation. Ultimately, the blue economy must be viewed as a dynamic field where
economic, spatial, and governance dimensions require constant alignment.

Conclusion

This article posits that social sciences must function as a central pillar of participatory, justice-oriented policymaking in
Iran. A sustainable blue economy cannot be engineered through technical planning alone; it demands a context-sensitive,
interdisciplinary approach that is deeply responsive to societal needs. Future policies should be iterative, grounded in
local capacities, and committed to institutional coordination and social equity. In essence, the future of Iran’s blue
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economy depends on a shift away from restrictive, engineering-led logic toward a more holistic model-—one in which
society, the environment, and governance are treated as interdependent and inseparable elements of development.

Keywords: Blue Economy, Participatory Policymaking, Social Sciences, Iran.
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