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Abstract

Small and home-based businesses are considered to be one of the most obvious means of
progress in many developing countries, and examining the obstacles to their development
is one of the most important effective components in the development of small and home-
based businesses. In general policies of the system, such as “general employment
policies”, “general national production policies, support for Iranian work and capital”,
and “general policies of the 7th Development Plan”, improvement of the business
environment is emphasized. The main purpose of this article is to investigate the role of
transparency in removing the obstacles of micro-businesses implemented by Jahad-e
Daneshgahi at the country level using the case study method and the use of structured
interview tools. The findings of the research show that by adopting transparency and
removing obstacles to starting a business and granting licenses, transparency in granting
credit facilities and market competition, Iran's rank can be improved at the global level.
In fact, the cause of employment instability, the deviation of facilities and insufficient
income is caused by the lack of transparency in various sectors of small and home
businesses, and the current stages of creating and implementing home businesses, job
aptitude assessment forms and evaluations are facing problems. According to the results
of the research, transparent implementation, constructive interaction and without
obstacles of the projects have strengthened the confidence, motivation and decision-
making power of the applicants. Lack of executive and legal transparency and lack of
inter-institutional coordination, lack of transparency in granting loans and timely injection
of credits are the main reasons in the macro-executive structure of the plan, which in some
cases have even led to the loss of businesses.
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Extended abstract

Introduction

The role of home businesses in economic development as an entrepreneurial activity is
very important, and in developed countries, it has been about several decades since the
implementation of policies supporting small and home businesses, and therefore a large
percentage of jobs in developed countries are dependent on small and home businesses.
In Iran, given the importance of the issue and the huge capacity of small and home
businesses in the country's economy, policies, programs and laws have been approved
and implemented to organize and support home businesses, and since the 1980s, more
attention has been paid to the role of home businesses in economic development, and
later, with the advent of the Internet and social media, home businesses took on a more
serious and formal form. Paragraph 8 of the general policies of national production,
support for Iranian labor and capital, Paragraph 5 of the general employment policies and
Paragraph 26 of the general policies of the Seventh Direct Plan emphasize the issue of
improving the business environment. Statistically, Iran still has a smaller share of home-
based businesses than developed countries, so that this figure is between 9 and 11 percent
in the United States, Australia, and the United Kingdom, but about 3 to 4 percent in our
country. Iran is ranked 127th in the world in the global ranking of business environments
among 190 countries. Therefore, one of the important issues in removing barriers to
business and realizing a production leap is "removing barriers to production and
investment in the country's economy, clarifying and benefiting from the advantages of
entrepreneurs and elites in the form of small businesses." Therefore, given the importance
of the issue, the purpose of this article is to examine the barriers to small and home-based
businesses in Iran, which have been researched on projects implemented in the Academic
Jihad in several provinces.

Research Objectives

Regarding the research topic and reviewing existing sources and documents, the main
objective of this project is: to examine the barriers to small and home-based businesses
with regard to the general policies of national production, supporting Iranian labor and
capital. In view of this main objective, the following three sub-objectives have been
proposed: To examine the position of small and home businesses in Iran according to
global indicators and general policies of national production, supporting Iranian labor
and capital; To examine various methods of evaluating and monitoring small and home
businesses; To examine the main reasons for the success and failure of individuals in
these projects; To examine obstacles and problems at different levels of project
implementation

Methods

The research method of this research is a qualitative case study method that uses a semi-
structured interview technique (questioning project implementers and implementers in
different provinces) to obtain information, along with documentary studies. The
statistical population of the research includes all small and home business empowerment
projects implemented by the Academic Jihad at the provincial level of the country, from
which the sample was selected through purposive sampling. Data analysis was performed
according to each question according to the answers given by relevant experts in 10
Academic Jihad units.

Discussion and Results

After collecting data and information, the research findings were analyzed according to
the research questions and presented here. According to the report on the General
Business Environment Index in Iran and the World (adapted from the World Bank, 2021),
among the 10 business axes, Iran's situation has improved in two axes compared to the
previous year, and the situation has worsened in two axes, and there has been no change
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in six axes. In general, the most important challenges and obstacles to creating
transparency and ease in home businesses from the perspective of the implementers,
according to the Secretariat of the Headquarters for Organizing and Supporting Home
Businesses (1400) and data analysis in line with the general policies of national
production, supporting Iranian labor and capital, can be stated as follows: Insufficient
attention to the advantages and capacities of the regions in advancing the home business
program; Lack of appropriate educational planning to empower applicants; Lack of
support activities in the sustainability of home businesses; Lack of access to the trans-
regional market, inability to offer specialized products, and lack of bargaining power
compared to industrial and workshop enterprises; lack of appropriate financial and non-
financial support for home business applicants, especially support persons; lack of a work
cultural context for the formation and development of support activities for home and
small businesses; lack of recognition of new fields of home businesses in the fields of
industry, non-factory production, and information technology; banks acting selectively
in granting facilities; the existence of numerous legal discrepancies and lack of
transparency (especially in supervision, insurance, and reduction of fuel tariffs) in home
businesses.

Conclusion

The development of home and micro businesses and the improvement of the overall
business climate index should be viewed as a very necessary entrepreneurial activity in
order to eliminate rent and create production transparency in society, and more fruitful
and scientific models should be used for their success and start their business and reach
better rankings in the world from rank 178. According to the results of the research, in
the current implementation method of home businesses, no effective action is taken to
guide, advise applicants and align applicants' plans with the regional economy, and we
often witness the phenomenon of unstable employment, lack of recovery, diversion of
facilities and insufficient income. Therefore, the steps for establishing small and home
businesses should be prepared, communicated and implemented in a transparent, accurate
and unhindered manner. In general, based on the experiences gained from pathology and
comparative studies, home and micro businesses face problems and issues that must be
resolved for their greater success, such as: educational problems and receiving guidance,
financial problems and receiving loans, lack of provision of a cultural context for
employment, lack of zoning of different parts of the country according to employment
capacities, lack of transparency and lack of transparency and coordination between
agencies, lack of connection to the market, lack of development of new and diverse jobs,
and focus on certain jobs such as textiles, etc.
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. Ease of doing business

. Starting a business

. Dealing with construction permits
. Registering property

. Getting credit

. Protecting minority investors
. Paying taxes

. Trading across borders

. Enforcing contracts

10. Resolving insolvency

11. Getting electricity
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