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Abstract

This research examines the social-cultural factors affecting the level of authority of ce-
lebrities and intellectuals among the youth of Shiraz city - as a center of culture and
literature. In this research, a sample of 387 people was selected using the survey method
and using proportional multi-stage cluster sampling. Factor analysis was used to check
validity and construct validity method was used for reliability. The results showed that:
Celebrities have more luck in the lower bases of society. The amount of fame will be the
authority of celebrities due to bad publicity. Traditional people have very little inclination
towards celebrities (which leads to conflict between young people and traditional family
members and causes a generation gap); High social capital causes more tendency to-
wards celebrities; Religious people are less inclined towards celebrities and intellectuals;
Cultural capital causes less tendency towards celebrities and intellectuals. The modern
world by creating needs for people - young people - pushes them towards the authority of
celebrities; Failure in hopes and dreams causes more tendency towards celebrities. The
virtual space plays a fundamental role in the trend towards celebrity authority. High pub-
lic awareness causes a decrease in the desire to go towards celebrities and an increase in
the tendency towards intellectuals; and finally, men are more inclined towards celebrities
than women. The results of this study can be used in future studies in connection with
part 4 of the sixth paragraph of the general policies of the system in the field of pattern
modification in the family.
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Extended abstract

Introduction

In contemporary societies, authority figures play a crucial role in shaping cultural,
social, and political discourses. Among these figures, celebrities and intellectuals
hold distinct positions in the public sphere. Celebrities often derive their authority
from fame and media visibility, while intellectuals gain influence through academic
and theoretical contributions. The present study examines the sociocultural factors
affecting the extent of authority that celebrities and intellectuals hold among the
youth in Shiraz, a city renowned for its cultural and literary heritage. The increasing
reliance of young people on non-traditional reference groups, particularly through
social media, has reshaped authority structures, raising concerns regarding the im-
plications of celebrity influence on youth identity, values, and decision-making. This
study aims to provide empirical insights into the determinants of youth inclination
toward celebrity versus intellectual authority and to highlight the potential sociopo-
litical consequences of these tendencies.

Methods

The study employed a quantitative survey methodology, selecting a sample of 387 young
individuals from Shiraz through proportional multi-stage cluster sampling. Data collec-
tion was conducted via structured questionnaires designed to measure various socio-
cultural factors influencing authority perception. Factor analysis was utilized to assess
validity, while construct validity methods ensured reliability. The study’s independent
variables included socioeconomic status, social capital, cultural capital, religiosity, and
exposure to virtual spaces, among others. Statistical tests such as Pearson’s correlation,
ANOVA, and independent t-tests were used to analyze relationships between these fac-
tors and youth preferences for either celebrity or intellectual authority.

Results and Discussion
The results indicate several significant trends in the authority structures among Shi-
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raz youth:

1. Celebrity Authority and Socioeconomic Status: Celebrities are more
influential among individuals from lower socioeconomic backgrounds,
as their fame serves as an aspirational model for social mobility. Higher
social capital increases the tendency to admire celebrities, as connec-
tions to popular culture facilitate this engagement.

2. Traditional vs. Modern Value Systems: Traditional individuals exhib-
it low inclination toward celebrities, often leading to intergenerational
conflicts between youth and older family members. The generation gap
is exacerbated by differing attitudes toward media and popular culture.

3. Religiosity and Authority: Religious individuals demonstrate lower
admiration for both celebrities and intellectuals, suggesting that their
value systems prioritize religious figures as authoritative references.

4. Cultural Capital and Authority Preference: Higher cultural capital
correlates with lower admiration for celebrities and intellectuals, as in-
dividuals with greater intellectual exposure tend to rely on academic
sources rather than media-driven personalities.

5. Impact of Virtual Spaces: Digital and social media platforms signifi-
cantly enhance celebrity authority, fostering a culture of online admi-
ration and emulation. Conversely, increased public awareness through
these platforms reduces celebrity influence while reinforcing the pref-
erence for intellectual figures.

6. Gender Differences: Male respondents exhibit a higher inclination to-
ward celebrity figures than female respondents, possibly due to differ-
ing socialization patterns and media consumption habits.

7. Failure in Aspirations and its Effect: Youth experiencing unfulfilled
aspirations and social dissatisfaction are more likely to turn to celebri-
ties as figures of hope and success.

8. Awareness and Authority: Higher public awareness inversely cor-
relates with celebrity authority while positively correlating with intel-
lectual authority, indicating that critical thinking and media literacy can
shift reference preferences toward intellectual figures.

The findings highlight the evolving nature of authority in a digitally mediated
world and the critical role of education, cultural policies, and media literacy in
shaping youth preferences. The study suggests that modernity, consumer cul-
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ture, and social networks have fundamentally altered how young individuals
construct their reference groups.

Conclusion

The study underscores the dynamic interplay between sociocultural factors and
youth preferences for celebrity versus intellectual authority. The results indi-
cate that celebrities hold greater influence over individuals from lower socio-
economic backgrounds and those highly engaged in virtual spaces. Converse-
ly, intellectual authority is more pronounced among individuals with higher
cultural capital and greater public awareness. The generation gap, interwoven
with traditional values, social capital, and religiosity, further complicates the
authority landscape. The increasing presence of celebrities as dominant refer-
ence figures poses potential challenges for intellectual discourse and critical
thinking within society.

These findings hold implications for policymakers, educators, and media
professionals seeking to balance the influence of different authority figures in
shaping youth identity and values. Future research could explore the longitudi-
nal impact of digital media on authority structures and investigate comparative
trends across diverse cultural contexts. Addressing these issues through tar-
geted educational initiatives and policy interventions may help foster a more
balanced and informed youth perspective on authority and reference groups.
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2. reference group theory
3. normative reference group
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4. comparative reference group
5. multiple reference group
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