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One of the major challenges the country has faced in recent decades, due to urban popula-
i tion growth and changes in economic and political contexts, is food security. Various laws,
Accepted: 2023/09/09 i policies, and plans have been adopted and implemented over the years; however, the issue
Available Online: 2024/06/21 of food supply and food security remains unresolved. The Supreme Leader has repeatedly
© emphasized the importance of this issue and outlined principles and solutions that could be
: instrumental in addressing this challenge. This study examines the texts of documents (laws
Article Type: Research paper and policies) and leadership statements on food security. Using the thematic analysis method,
: the themes were extracted within the framework of food security dimensions and subsequent-
ly compared based on the principles of good governance, a key approach to achieving food

Keywords: security. The findings highlight that a common theme across documents and statements is the
Thematic analysis, emphasis on leveraging modern knowledge, technology, and innovations to enhance produc-
Policies and laws, : tion levels. Additionally, accountability, efficiency, effectiveness, and justice are identified as
Leadership statements, key principles for achieving food security through good governance, as emphasized in the
Good Governance, Food leadership's statements. These principles should guide the formulation and implementation
security. ¢ ofpolicies and laws.
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Extended abstract

Introduction

Food security is achieved when food is provided to all classes of people, at all
times, in a healthy and nutritious manner that is affordable both economically
and geographically. It encompasses four main dimensions: availability, access,
consumption, and sustainability. Food security holds a significant position in the
constitution and is central to the country's development goals and plans. Despite
the availability of diverse foods today, access to and consumption of healthy food
remain problematic. The commercialization of food, a basic human necessity,
has intensified competition across its production, distribution, and consumption
stages, leading to inequality and imbalance. This imbalance creates challenges
for the country in agriculture, water resources, economy, health, and nutrition.
Over the years, national documents, policies, laws, and regulations have ad-
dressed food security, ranging from basic human needs to promoting agricultural
growth, economic development, and healthy eating habits. However, challenges
in achieving food security persist, highlighting the need for a thorough study to
identify potential gaps. Experience has shown that leadership statements often
provide effective solutions to national challenges. Comparing these statements
with national policies helps assess their alignment with the principles of good
governance.

Methodos

Thematic analysis is a qualitative method used to identify semantic patterns
within a dataset by coding text data and grouping them into shared categories.
In this method, open codes are initially extracted from the texts, and those with
similar meanings are grouped under a single code. This research applied the-
matic analysis in two phases, and the results were examined and interpreted.
Initially, leadership statements on food security were extracted from the official
website of the Office for Preservation and Publication of Ayatollah Khamenei's
works and organized by year. In the second phase, thematic analysis was con-
ducted on the texts of documents, laws, policies, and approved plans related to
food security.
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Results and Discussion

After a thorough study of the statements, keywords and key phrases were
extracted, and the main and secondary themes were identified and cate-
gorized according to three time periods. The centrality of each theme was
determined based on the dimensions of food security. In the second phase
of the analysis, thematic analysis was applied to the texts of documents,
laws, and policies. Main and secondary themes were extracted and catego-
rized based on three time periods and the dimensions of food security. By
examining and comparing the dimensions of food security with the theme
tree derived from the thematic analysis of the statements and documents,
the centrality and emphasis of each dimension are clarified. The central fo-
cus of the statements lies in the fields of production and governance, while
all four dimensions of food security are reflected in the texts of the docu-
ments. In the production dimension, both statements and documents em-
phasize the use of modern knowledge and technology, particularly nucle-
ar knowledge, along with the growth and development of the agricultural
economy. This highlights the importance of the issue and the partial real-
ization of leadership statements through laws and policies enacted by the
country. Another dimension consistently referenced in the statements is
governance, reflected in themes such as jihadi work, participation, and the
establishment of justice. Thus, there is alignment between the statements
and documents in the dimensions of production and governance.

Conclusion

This research is a qualitative and mixed-method study aimed at identifying
the alignment between the leadership's statements and their realization in
the form of policies and laws designed to achieve food security. The com-
monality observed in the comparison of themes extracted from documents
and statements across different time periods is the consistent focus and
emphasis on the dimension of production and the issue of self-sufficiency.
The themes extracted from the documents (laws and approved sites) en-
compass all four dimensions: production, distribution, consumption, and
governance. Specifically, the topics include the development of both agri-
cultural and non-agricultural economies, a healthy and desirable food pat-
tern, the application of technology, laws, and other resources to enhance
production levels, the establishment and improvement of service centers,
proportional distribution of population and activity, consumer support,
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awareness, optimal consumption patterns, efficient management through
transparent laws, and public and local participation. The central themes ex-
tracted from the leadership's statements focus on two axes: production and
governance, including themes such as self-sufficiency, economic prosperity,
and employment through the advancement of agriculture and animal hus-
bandry. They also address the prohibition of imports, the promotion of re-
serves, the use of nuclear knowledge, and the encouragement of knowledge
and innovation to drive agricultural prosperity, management and planning,
as well as utilizing the expertise of professionals and participatory (jihadi)
work, with a focus on justice. To identify the alignment between the lead-
ership's statements and their realization through policies and the estab-
lishment of laws, a comparative analysis was conducted. The centrality of
production and governance emerged as a common feature, while, over time,
the recommendations regarding self-sufficiency and the emphasis on the
production axis were not fully reflected in the documents.
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