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In recent decades, sea-oriented development has emerged as one of the most important paradigms of
sustainable economic, security, and strategic development for states. By utilizing their maritime capacities,
many countries have adopted macro-policies aimed at strengthening the blue economy, port development,
maritime transport, and the protection of the marine environment. Given its geopolitical position and access
to major international waterways, the Islamic Republic of Iran has also promulgated general policies for
sea-oriented development with the aim of elevating the country’s economic and strategic standing. However,
the effective realization of these policies requires coordination with the rules and standards of international
maritime law, particularly the instruments and regulations of the International Maritime Organization
(IMO), as well as drawing upon the experiences of leading maritime states. Accordingly, the present
study, using a descriptive-analytical method, seeks to elucidate Iran’s general policies of sea-oriented
development in light of state practice and IMO instruments. The main question of the article addresses
the extent to which Iran’s general policies of sea-oriented development are aligned and consistent with
state practice and IMO instruments. The findings indicate that the aforementioned policies—in terms
of attention to port development, upgrading the maritime fleet, strengthening the sea-oriented economy,
and protecting the marine environment—are consistent with modern trends in maritime governance and
certain international standards. Nevertheless, in areas such as integrated maritime governance, the full
implementation of environmental obligations, the development of maritime technologies, and structural
alignment with modern IMO strategies, they face legal and executive challenges and gaps. Finally,
the article suggests that by strengthening domestic legal frameworks, developing international maritime
cooperation, and utilizing the experiences of successful states, the groundwork can be laid for the effective
realization of Iran’s general policies of sea-oriented development.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In recent decades, sea-oriented development has emerged as a crucial paradigm for the sustainable economic, security,
and strategic growth of states. Capitalizing on maritime capacities, many nations have adopted macro-policies focused
on the blue economy, port development, maritime transport, and marine environmental protection. Given its unique
geopolitical position and access to major international waterways, the Islamic Republic of Iran has promulgated general
policies for sea-oriented development to elevate its economic and strategic standing. However, the effective realization
of these policies necessitates alignment with international maritime law, particularly the instruments and regulations
of the International Maritime Organization (IMO), alongside drawing upon the experiences of leading maritime states.
This study aims to explain Iran’s general sea-oriented development policies in the context of state practices and IMO
documents, primarily assessing their degree of alignment and consistency.

Methodology

This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method. It involved a comprehensive review and analysis
of Iran’s national policy documents concerning sea-oriented development, international maritime conventions, IMO
strategic documents, and the practical approaches of successful maritime states. The study systematically compared
these legal and policy frameworks to evaluate the extent of coordination between Iran’s domestic policies and
international maritime standards.

Results and Discussion

The findings indicate that Iran’s general policies are aligned with modern maritime governance trends and certain
international standards in several key areas. These areas of convergence include a focus on port development, the
upgrading of the maritime fleet, the strengthening of the sea-oriented economy, and the protection of the marine
environment. Nevertheless, the research identifies significant legal and executive challenges and gaps. These
deficiencies are particularly evident in the areas of establishing integrated maritime governance, the full and effective
implementation of international environmental obligations, the development of modern maritime technologies, and
structural alignment with contemporary IMO strategies.

Conclusion

The study concludes that while Iran’s macro-policies provide a strong foundation for maritime growth, overcoming
existing operational and legal barriers is essential for their successful implementation. To facilitate the effective
realization of Iran’s sea-oriented development policies, it is strongly suggested that policymakers strengthen and update
domestic legal frameworks to ensure seamless alignment with international standards. Furthermore, actively expanding
international maritime cooperation and systematically utilizing the applied experiences of successful, leading maritime
states are recommended as vital steps toward achieving a sustainable and robust blue economy.

Keywords: Sea-oriented development, International Maritime Organization (IMO), International law of the sea, Blue
economy, State practice, Iran’s general policies of sea-oriented development.
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8. Marine Spatial Planning
9. Integrated Coastal Zone Management
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10. International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS)
11. International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers (STCW)
12. International Safety Management (ISM) Code
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13. International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL)

14. International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships’ Ballast Water and Sediments (BWM)
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15. IMO Greenhouse Gas Strategy
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16. Energy Efficiency Design Index (EEDI)
17. Energy Efficiency Existing Ship Index (EEXI)
18. Carbon Intensity Indicator (CII)
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21. Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore (MPA)
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22. Maritime Singapore Green Initiative
23. The Ocean Strategy
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