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Abstract

This study was carried out with the aim of providing a sustainable
development policy model based on vision document 1404.The present
research is an applied-developmental research from the point of view of the
purpose and from the point of view of the method of data collection, it is a
non-experimental (descriptive) research that was conducted with a survey
method. From the point of view of the data analysis method, it is also a
mixed research (qualitative-quantitative). The statistical population in the
qualitative section includes public policy elites. Sampling was done with a
purposeful method and finally theoretical saturation was achieved with 11
people. The statistical population in the quantitative section also includes
the managers of the Ministry of Cooperatives, Labor and Social Welfare.
The sample size was estimated to be 108 people using the rule of power
analysis and the sampling method was simple random. The tools for
collecting research data are interviews and questionnaires. The underlying
categories of public welfare policies to achieve sustainable development in
the banking industry were identified by thematic analysis method and the
final model was validated by the partial least squares method. Qualitative
data analysis was done with Maxqgda software and quantitative part was done
with Smart PLS. The results showed that economic, cultural, technical and
technological factors are causal conditions that affect public policy.

Keywords: Policy making, sustainable development, Vision Document
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Sustainable development has become a fundamental goal for governments
worldwide, aimed at improving social welfare and ensuring long-term
economic and environmental stability. Iran's Vision Document 1404
outlines the country's strategic objectives, emphasizing the need for
effective policy-making to achieve sustainable development. Public policy
plays a crucial role in balancing economic growth, social welfare, and
environmental sustainability. However, the lack of a structured framework
for policy-making in Iran has led to challenges in achieving these objectives.
The role of government intervention, institutional structures, and
stakeholder engagement remains crucial in this context.

This study aims to present a comprehensive policy model for sustainable
development based on Iran’s Vision Document 1404. The study explores the
key economic, cultural, and technological factors that influence policy-
making and examines their impact on the successful implementation of
sustainable development strategies. Additionally, the study highlights the
role of policy elites, government agencies, and private sector collaborations
in fostering an integrated approach to development. Understanding these
dynamics is critical for designing policies that are both effective and
adaptable to changing economic and social conditions.

Methods

This study employs a mixed-methods approach, integrating qualitative and
quantitative methodologies. The qualitative phase involved semi-structured
interviews with 11 public policy experts, selected through purposive
sampling. Data saturation was achieved, ensuring the validity of the thematic
analysis conducted using Maxqgda software. The interviewees included
policymakers, academic researchers, and experienced professionals in the
field of public administration. The interview data were analyzed using
thematic coding techniques, allowing for the identification of core themes
relevant to sustainable development policy-making.

The quantitative phase included a survey of 108 senior managers from the
Ministry of Cooperatives, Labor, and Social Welfare, selected through
simple random sampling. The data were analyzed using structural equation
modeling (SEM) via Smart PLS, validating the proposed policy model
through confirmatory factor analysis (CFA). The survey instrument
consisted of Likert-scale questions designed to measure respondents'
perceptions of economic, cultural, and technological factors in policy
implementation. Statistical analysis included reliability testing, factor
loadings, and regression modeling to determine the relationships among key
policy variables.

Results and Discussion
The findings reveal that sustainable development policies must address three
core dimensions: economic, cultural, and technological factors. These
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factors serve as causal conditions influencing public policy formation. The
study identifies key managerial and policy competencies essential for
implementing effective welfare policies, structured into five major domains:

1. Economic Factors

2
o
2
o
2
o
3

o

3
o

3
o

Public welfare level and its impact on economic growth.

Inflation and its direct effect on social welfare policies.

Exchange rate fluctuations and their implications for government
planning.

Budget allocation and resource management in public welfare
policies.

The impact of foreign direct investment (FDI) on sustainable
development.

The role of taxation policies in promoting equitable economic
growth.

2. Cultural Factors

3
o

3
o

The role of societal values and public participation in policy success.
The impact of national identity and social cohesion on sustainable
development.

Educational initiatives for promoting policy awareness and public
engagement.

The influence of media and communication strategies in policy
dissemination.

Cultural barriers to policy acceptance and implementation.

3. Technological and Administrative Factors

)
*

®,
o

®,
o

®,
g

The adoption of e-government solutions to improve policy
implementation efficiency.

Investment in digital infrastructure and data-driven decision-making.
Standardization of policy execution through global best practices.
The integration of artificial intelligence (Al) and big data analyticsin
governance.

Cybersecurity measures to protect policy-sensitive information.

4. The Role of Policy Elites

®,

o
®,

o

The necessity of expert involvement in decision-making processes.

The influence of political dynamics and power struggles on policy
execution.

The need for evidence-based policy-making in welfare
administration.

Collaboration between academic institutions and government
agencies.

The effect of political stability on long-term policy success.
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5. Challenges in Welfare Policy Implementation

% Conflicting interests among stakeholders and their impact on policy

coherence.

< Weaknesses in bureaucratic structures hindering efficient policy

enforcement.

% The importance of transparent and accountable governance in

sustainable development.

< Overcoming resistance to change among government agencies and

the public.

< Evaluating the long-term impact of welfare policies on national

development.

Quantitative analysis confirmed significant relationships between these

domains, demonstrating that economic, cultural, and technological factors
directly influence policy-making processes. The model’s fit was validated
through SEM, with factor loadings exceeding 0.5 and t-values confirming
statistical significance. The study’s results align with international research
on public policy frameworks, emphasizing the need for integrated, multi-
sectoral approaches to sustainable development.
A comparative analysis with other countries revealed that Iran’s policy-
making structure shares similarities with models implemented in China,
Germany, and South Korea. However, the study also identified areas where
Iran's administrative processes lag behind global best practices, particularly
in the adoption of digital governance and cross-sectoral collaboration.
Policymakers must consider these international benchmarks to improve the
efficiency and effectiveness of policy implementation.

Conclusion

The study highlights the importance of a structured policy model in

achieving Iran’s Vision Document 1404 objectives. The findings suggest

that sustainable development policies should incorporate economic stability

measures, cultural engagement strategies, and technological advancements.

Policymakers must prioritize competency development among decision-

makers, ensuring that policies are evidence-based, inclusive, and adaptable

to dynamic economic and social conditions.

Recommendations for policymakers include:

«» Strengthening institutional frameworks for cross-sectoral collaboration.

+«» Enhancing public participation in policy formulation and evaluation.

Implementing competency-based training programs for policy

executives.

Leveraging digital transformation for efficient policy implementation.

Establishing independent research centers for policy assessment and

improvement.

«+ Encouraging private sector investment in sustainable development
initiatives.

<+ Enhancing regulatory frameworks to ensure policy compliance and
effectiveness.
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By adopting this policy model, Iran can enhance its ability to achieve
sustainable development, aligning with global best practices while
addressing its unique socio-economic and political landscape. Future
research should explore the long-term impact of these policies and assess
their effectiveness in wvarious institutional contexts. Additionally,
longitudinal studies should be conducted to track the progress of policy
implementation over time, providing policymakers with real-time feedback
for continuous improvement.

This study contributes to the growing body of literature on sustainable
development policy by offering a comprehensive framework tailored to
Iran’s Vision Document 1404. The insights gained from this research can
inform future policy initiatives, ensuring that sustainable development
remains a priority in Iran’s long-term strategic planning.
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