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Recent years have seen significant changes in global thinking about cultural heritage.
As a result, cultural heritage and archaeological heritage resources have been
recognized as significant economic resources. In Iran it seems there is no specific
strategy to harvest the economic benefits inherent in cultural heritage. This is while
Iran enjoys unmatched richness when it comes to cultural heritage. The present paper
serves as a critique and analysis of why the economic potentials of cultural heritage
are not utilized in Iran. The target societies include all professors, doctoral students
and graduate archaeologists at University of Tehran and Tarbiat Modarres University
together with experts working at the Central Organization of Cultural Heritage,
Handicrafts and Tourism of Iran in 2014. Using available sampling methods, 150
people were selected and questionnaires were sent to them in person and via e-mail.
Finally, 120 questionnaires were returned and 118 of them were acceptable and
analyzed using SPPS software. The present paper reviews the theoretical foundations
of the economy and cultural heritage, the need for the development of
entrepreneurship in the field of cultural heritage and an analysis of the opinions of
Irans archeology experts. The research method is the survey and a questionnaire was
used to collect data. The findings illustrated that Iranian archaeological experts agree
with "the economic approach to cultural heritage" stating it is an avenue for economic
development and the thriving of entrepreneurship in Iran. The obtained statistical data
can be generalized to the target population of postgraduates in archeology with a
confidence level of 99 percent. Certainly, the economic utilization of cultural heritage
is in line with Resistance Economy principles. Moreover, it stands for the approach to
utilize all the diverse potentials and possibilities to bring economic development to
the country.

Keywords: Heritage management, Development, Cultural economy,
Entrepreneurship, Archaeological Experts

JEL Classification: 11; 118; C53.
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