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ABSTRACT

The national identity and its symbols such as the flag and the national anthem are inseparable

i parts of each country’s identity. Also, cohesion and national coalition of ethnic groups and

Received: 03/13/2019 ¢ religious sects are some of general issues of any country. This study aims to have a comparative
Accepted: 07/07/2020 i investigation of the criminal law execution of values and national symbols of identity. The
¢ research method is descriptive-analytic. Besides analyzing in detail the offenses against the flag

Available Online: 07/15/2020 :  and the national symbols of different countries in terms of criminal acts against the flag and the
¢ national symbols, some criminological issues regarding the offensive behaviors against national

identity and cohesion are investigated as well. Since there has been a long history of debates and

conflicts among groups and sects in each country, and as the flag and symbols of each country

show their identity and beliefs, the offensive actions against the flag and national symbols, such as

the national anthem, could be suggested as a within group and an international phenomenon. This

type of behavior can be shown by the domestic citizens and foreigners of other countries, each

Key. word.s: . ¢ ofwhich requires a detail analysis. However, it should be mentioned that the 2025 prospective
National identity; i document and the macro-policies of the government encourage cohesion and national coalition
national symbol; of identity on the one hand, and one needs to keep in mind that there is a minuscule difference

between offense and criticism on the other; thus, offensive behaviors against the flag and the

flag, national anthem; ' . us ; agdall
S national anthem could encourage national partition, weaken national identity and self-esteem,

criminalization. i increase radicalism, and establish hatred and aggression. in addition, such behaviors actually
i mean offense to national identity and people of that country which could result in more criminal

and aggressive reactions, encourage separatism, and damage national cohesion and coalition. At
the end of the study, some criminological suggestions regarding the offense to the flag and the
national anthem, considering reform programs, are provided.
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